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and it was threatened for closure, he 
called President Clinton and said, do 
not take that off the list. Clinton said, 
why are you interested in a base that is 
in California? And Senator Simon said, 
because it is an intellectual capital for 
languages and we need to keep it that 
way. 

A very impressive man. The country 
will greatly miss him. He was the epit-
ome of politics, the greatness of poli-
tics in America. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

On behalf of the Committee on House 
Administration committee chairman, 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY), 
and myself, I would like to thank the 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON), and the au-
thor of the resolution, the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO), and the 
committee staff. Please join me in hon-
oring the life and service of this fine 
man and dedicated public servant, Paul 
Simon, by supporting House Resolution 
489.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of the resolution introduced 
today to honor the life and legacy of Paul 
Simon. I learned with great sadness of his 
death in December. 

Senator Simon epitomized all that is best 
about Congress. He served in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and was a 
distinguished member in both chambers. His 
presence was a constant example of the im-
portance of hard work, discipline, and compas-
sion. Senator Simon believed that government 
could serve the people, and serve them in a 
positive way. He served his State and his Na-
tion beginning in 1954, when he entered the Il-
linois State legislature. His service would con-
tinue until his death as a professor in Illinois, 
where he shared a lifetime of wisdom with the 
leaders of the future. 

Senator Simon’s season of service would 
take him to the House of Representatives, the 
United States Senate, and the campaign trail 
as a candidate for the presidency. His work in-
cluded fighting against television violence, 
working for those without jobs, and trying to 
balance the budget. I was pleased to join with 
him in raising the issue of gambling’s ill effects 
on families, individuals, and communities. He 
was concerned about the welfare not only of 
Illinois, but of the entire Nation. 

Senator Simon’s talents were not limited to 
Congress. In his lifetime, he wrote over 20 
books and was awarded over 50 honorary de-
grees. He was cerebral as well as practical. 
Senator Simon lived a life of the mind as well 
as a life dedicated to enlightening and lifting 
up his fellow citizens. After he left the Senate, 
Paul Simon returned home, and taught at 
Southern Illinois University, to impart his wis-
dom to the next generation, to enlighten young 
minds, and to continue serving his state. 

His life was one of constant service in the 
public interest. Senator Simon lived many lives 
in one—editor-publisher, legislator, public cru-
sader, professor. That he did so much is im-
pressive. That he did it all so well and so self-
lessly is inspirational. Congress and the Na-
tion is a lesser place for his passing, but both 
were greatly enriched by his life and his exam-
ple. Senator Simon will be missed, but through 

the lives he touched, the life he lived, and the 
lives he inspired, he will not be forgotten. 

Our sympathies go to his family and our 
thanks to them as well for sharing this remark-
able man with us.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in honoring the late Sen-
ator Paul Simon. Certainly, many of us recall 
his involvement, his active support for U.S. bi-
lateral assistance to Africa and his work in the 
fight against apartheid in South Africa. Today, 
however, I want to pay special tribute to the 
Senator’s long time advocacy for historically 
Black colleges and universities, HBCUs. As 
the chair for the Postsecondary Education 
Subcommittees in both the House and the 
Senate, he lent his unwavering support for 
these institutions during reauthorizations of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 as well as add-
ing a pivotal endorsement of the creation of an 
endowment fund for HBCUs. While Paul 
Simon is a colleague who will always be re-
membered as a supporter of the disadvan-
taged, he will also be remembered for his be-
lief that the disadvantaged could be successful 
with the right kind of assistance from govern-
ment programs. Senator Simon will be sorely 
missed but we are all better from having 
known and worked with him.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of this resolution to commemorate my 
distinguished colleague, Senator Paul Simon. 
It is with great sentiment that I rise to honor 
Paul Simon for his life’s accomplishments. 

In the book of Isaiah, the prophet writes, 
‘‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him who brings good news, who pro-
claims peace, who brings glad tiding of good 
things, who proclaims salvation, and who says 
to Zion, your God reigns.’’ Through my per-
sonal experiences in working with Senator 
Simon, he was I believe, the epitome of those 
prophetic words from Isaiah. Paul, a son of a 
missionary, was a man who was known for his 
calm and comforting demeanor, a man that 
demonstrated a true testament of peace, and 
a man who believed in breaking barriers and 
shattering prejudices. I am not telling you what 
I think, but I am telling you what I know. I had 
the privilege to know him professionally and 
personally. Paul Simon was a Senator who 
earned the tremendous respect from all peo-
ple who knew him. In my congressional dis-
trict, he was revered by all. His calm tempera-
ment, his respect for mankind, and his unwav-
ering commitment to fairness and equality was 
deeply admired in my community. He was vigi-
lant in his fight for the struggle to protect and 
preserve civil liberties and human rights for all 
people. 

Paul Simon was an icon for many political 
leaders such as myself and a ‘‘giant’’ in the 
history of the American democracy. During his 
tenure in Congress, Simon was a champion of 
education and a key advocate for literacy and 
lifelong learning. In the Senate, he was the 
author of the National Literacy Act, the 
School-to-Work Opportunities Act, the Job 
Training Partnership Act amendments, the 
1994 re-authorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act and the direct stu-
dent loan program. Senator Simon held nu-
merous influential committee assignments, in-
cluding serving as the Chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Subcommittee on Africa. 

Without question, Mr. Speaker, Paul Simon 
was one of the most effective Senators to 
have served the citizens of Illinois, and the 
American people. 

Although Senator Simon has been called to 
answer his new ‘‘heavenly’’ assignment, he 
leaves with us his legacy and principles of no-
bility that will never be forgotten.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLINE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DOOLITTLE) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 489. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(c) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JANKLOW), the 
whole number of the House is adjusted 
to 433. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 20, 2004. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 20, 2004 at 5:55 p.m. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 349. 

That the Senate passed S. Res. 284. 
Appointments: 
Board of Visitors of the United States Mili-

tary Academy; 
Board of Visitors of the United States 

Naval Academy; 
Board of Visitors of the United States Air 

Force Academy; 
United States-China Economic Security 

Review Commission. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 01:18 Jan 22, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21JA7.036 H21PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-11T08:06:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




